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COTNS has changed what data we collect from 

registrants. Many registrants will already have 

noticed that we are now collecting new and more 

specific data relating to employment, practice 

areas, and modes of practice (e.g. in person, 

videoconference). 

When registrants renew their registration for 

2025-2026, they will also have the option to 

provide voluntary data relating to Indigenous 

and Racialized Croup Identity. 

We are collecting this new data in alignment 

with the Canadian Institute for Health 

Information (CIHl}.'s updated 2022 health human 

resource dataset. All occupational therapy 

regulators in Canada, including COTNS, share 

aggregate health workforce data with CIHI to 

support health workforce planning and policy 

development. COTNS collects this type of data 

from registrants at annual renewal and also 

collects more limited information if registrants 

update their profile information throughout the 

year. 

Why collect Indigenous and Racialized 

Group Identity Data? 

In 2022, CIHI updated its health human resource 

minimum data set to include race-based and 

Indigenous identity data elements. CIHl's 

intended use of these data is to inform actions 

and interventions to support equity-focused 

health workforce planning and policy 

development in Canada. 

Indigenous Identity data will support the 

responses by government, CIHI, and professional 

regulators to the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to 

Action, in particular Call to Action 23, which calls 

on government to increase the number of 

Indigenous health-care professionals and ensure 

their retention in Indigenous communities. As 

part of our ongoing commitment to 

Reconciliation, COTNS plans to collect this data 

on a voluntary basis and share the data with CIHI 

and government anonymously and in aggregate. 

Registrants are not required to share race-based 

and Indigenous identity data with COTNS. The 

option to share this data is entirely voluntary. 

What specific data is the Regulator 

planning to collect? 

Only staff who are responsible for processing the 

data will have access to registrants' race-based 

and Indigenous identity data. Also, when sharing 

race-based and Indigenous identity data with 

CIHI, data will only be used in aggregate with 

other registrants' data and not on an individual 

level. 

While completing their annual license renewal 

through the COTNS online portal, registrants will 

have the option to select up to 3 Indigenous and 

3 race-based identities with which they identify, 

or to not provide the information at all. 
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