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Non-Voting Attendees

Amanda Avery, BakerTilly Auditor
Jenn MacKay-Myra, COTNS Staff
Sean Ponnambalam, Board Chair

1. Call to Order
The AGM was called to order at 12:04pm by Sean Ponnambalam, Chair of the COTNS Board.

2. Approval of Agenda

Motion: It was moved by Dominique Shephard and seconded by Christine Bray that the Agenda be
approved as circulated. Motion carried.

3. Approval of the 2019 AGM Minutes

Motion: It was moved by Cindy White and seconded by Cheryl Lake that the June 13, 2019 Minutes
be approved as circulated. Motion carried.

4, Auditor’s Report — Motion to Receive the Auditor’s Report
The Auditor’s report was presented by Amanda Avery, CPA, CA from BakerTilly NS.

Questions from the floor:

Q. Does the Hearing Fund support a number of hearings if needed?

A. The Hearing Fund can support a couple of uncontested hearings, or, one to two contested
hearings.

Q. What is the uptake on the requests for the deferral of payment option and does that create any
financial problems with the required cash?

A. The College has $30,000 of outstanding revenue from the registrants who opted to defer their
payment. Registrants are required to pay their registration fees before August 31, 2020 and the
College has sufficient cash on had to cover this period.

Q. How would COVID-19 impact the College directly, financially?

A. The College can be impacted by registrants who cannot practice privately and may need to close
their business. Amanda Avery, Auditor, confirmed that the College would not be financially
impacted by COVID-19 to needing to close its doors and that the College management had created
a plan to lessen any impact which is expected to be minimal.
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Motion: It was moved by Terry MclLaughlin and seconded by Lacey Cox that the Auditors report be
approved as circulated. Motion Carried.

a. Motion to Appoint the Auditor for 2020-2021

Motion: It was moved by Carolyn Kelly and seconded by Christine Bray that COTNS accept BakerTilly
as the 2020-2021 Auditors. Motion carried.

5. Annual Report — Motion to Receive the Annual Report

Kevin Wong, COTNS Registrar reviewed highlights of the annual report including: how COVID-
19 has impacted the College and private practice occupational therapy guidelines, the
Regulation amendments including use of title and continuing competency changes, the
College’s public awareness campaign radio ads that ran for 3 months, and updates on the
Continuing Competency Committee, The Practice Committee, the Investigations Committee
and the Credentials Committee.

Q. What was the justification for the radio spot?
A. The radio spot was to educate the public on the College’s regulatory role.

Motion: It was moved by Christine Marchessault and seconded by Kendra Rex that the Annual
Report would be approved as circulated. Motion carried.

6. Call for Nominations for the College Board of Directors

Myrna King announced the four nominations received for the two open board positions and called
for additional nominations from the floor. There were no new nominations today and the College
will hold an election for the board positions. Sean Ponnambalam thanked Myrna King for her time
on the College’s board and announced that the terms for the three public board members would be
ending once the new public members were declared by government.

7. Members’ Forum

Kevin Wong presented the results from the learning module that registrants completed prior to
renewing their registration in the 2020 year. Kevin also announced that the College would be
sending out a call for volunteers to join committees.

8. Tentative date for the 2021 Annual General Meeting

The tentative date for the next AGM is June 17, 2021.

9. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00pm by Sean Ponnambalam.
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